
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

DATE : Friday, 26th February  2021 

 

 

To: The Parents of students in Years 4-13 - DISTANCE & BLENDED 

LEARNING UPDATE 
 

 

Dear Parents, 

Greetings from Saint Mary’s.  We continue to ask all of our Marian family to hold the school 

community in prayer especially for the health and safety of our children and their extended 

families. We pray in a special way for those families that are facing many challenges with health 

and other difficulties related because of the Pandemic and we trust that a peaceful healing and 

happier times return to one and all.  Please read these important updates as we move into week 

twenty seven of this Academic Year.  

 

SECOND PARENT-TEACHER MEETING / SECOND REPORT DAY ( SEPARATE 

CIRCULAR ISSUED ON 21ST FEBRUARY ) :  

The second Parent-Teacher Meeting  / Report Day of the academic year will be a wonderful opportunity for you and your children’s class teachers to share insightful information about them.  

The Second Parent –Teacher Meeting has been SCHEDULED for Saturday, 27th  February 

2021  from 8:00 until 11:00 am (Years 1-9) and from 8:00 am until 12:30 pm 

(Years 10-13).  

 

Report cards will be made available via the SIMS Parent app. We regret that we will not be able to 

publish report cards if there are outstanding first term fees for your child. If fees are 

paid this week, reports will be processed a week from the school receiving the confirmation of 

payment from SKIPLY ,  so kindly be patient with the process. It usually takes a minimum of two 

weeks for the full process to be complete. 

 

 



WORLD BOOK DAY, 4TH MARCH 2021 :  

This Year World Book Day is being celebrated on Thursday, 4th March 2021 to truly foster in 

children a genuine love for books and reading. At St. Mary’s we would like to make this a special 
day for the children as well and so we are inviting all of our primary 

children from Years 1-6 to come dressed to lessons on the 4th of 

March as their favourite Book Characters. We will also be hosting 

special World Book Day sessions for all Year Groups on that day and 

class teachers will share these details with their classes during the 

coming week. We encourage parents of younger children to dedicate 

some time to read a story together with your children on this day. Do 

visit www.worldbookday.com for ideas and interesting stories.  

 

REVISED ADMIN. OFFICE TIMINGS EFFECTIVE IMMEDIATELY: 

All parents are requested to please make a careful note that commencing immediately the School 

Admin Office will be closed on the First and Third Saturday of every 

month and will work from 8:00 am to 12:30 pm on the Second and 

Fourth Saturday of every month. For any urgent collection of documents, the office 

will intimate you on a case by case basis of  any other timings during the week when documents 

may be collected.  

 

TRAVEL DECLARATION: 

In order for the school to be compliant with the UAE Covid-19 travel requirements, please click 

on the  official DHA link ( available on website ) and answer the relevant questions even if your 

child has not travelled. We appreciate if you are not  travelling that you complete it as soon as 

possible. If you are travelling, please complete it prior to your child’s return to lessons. The email 
required to be filled in the field on the form is traveldecl-smchs@smgeducation.org 

  

CIRCULAR ISSUED AS A REMINDER ABOUT SANCTIONS AND PROTOCOLS 

REGARDING CYBERBULLYING/ BULLYING AND INAPPROPRIATE USE OF 

SOCIAL MEDIA (YEARS 7-13 ):  

Every Parent is reminded to kindly go through the circular that was posted on Thursday, 25th 

February 2021. It has been sent to all SIMS Parent Apps and class teachers will also send it to the 

class group email. Please treat this matter seriously. 

 

http://www.worldbookday.com/
mailto:traveldecl-smchs@smgeducation.org


SOCIAL MEDIA NOT RECOMMENDED FOR PRIMARY CHILDREN :  

Parents are requested to kindly make sure that Primary Children are not using Social Media as 

they are well below the statutory age to hold these accounts. We have also noticed that many children as young as Year 4 have their own whatsapp accounts and we at St. Mary’s highly 
discourage this practice as the children are not mature enough to handle these and often wind up 

in difficult conversations with their peers that might cause potential problems for parents if these 

are flagged to any local authority for their impropriety.  

 

SOCIAL MEDIA FREQUENT CHECKS BY PARENTS FOR SECONDARY CHILDREN : 

 Parents  of secondary children are strongly encouraged to kindly make frequent checks of your child’s use of Social Media. We have seen in many cases that minor children are being sought out 
on Instagram and other platforms by much older individuals for chats and conversations. It is 

important for parents to know who their children are conversing with to protect them from any potential safeguarding issues. We would also like to remind parents about your children’s use of 
inappropriate content and language on Social Media Platforms which you will be aware of  only if 

you make frequent checks of the same.  

 

WEEKLY LESSON PLANS:  

Every Saturday, we will upload the lesson plans for the week so that you will know in advance of 

the week what your child is going to be learning in the week to come. These plans can be found 

under the relevant departments on the school website. 

 

SPRING BREAK :  
The Spring Break for the Academic Year 2020-2021 commences on 28th March 2021 and students 

will return to school on Sunday, 18th April 2021.  

 

YEAR 11 AND 13 BOARD EXAMINATIONS:  
We have been officially informed that the Edexcel Board will use a robust approach based on teacher 

assessment for GCSE/  International GCSE, GCE/ International AS/A Level assessment in May-June 

2021 and exams will not go ahead as planned. We will continue to update you of the next steps. We 

would ask you to reiterate the importance of daily study to your children so that they are doing their 

best on all assessments as we have been encouraging them with from the beginning of this year. We 

would also like to clarify that although exams are not going ahead, Pearson Edexcel will continue to 

provide a full Qualification for the candidates even in the absence of exams and these Qualifications 

are a prerequisite for the next phase of your child’s educational journey. Presently the full amount 
has to be paid for registrations for the Qualifications and if there are any partial refunds at a later 

date we will inform you as and when we have been informed by Pearson Edexcel.  



MOCK EXAMINATIONS YEARS 11, 12 & 13:  
We have attached the Mock Examination timetables to this circular. Please note that Mock 

Examinations will be held virtually to ensure the health and safety of all involved. However please 

explain to your children very carefully that should there be any doubt that unfair means were used 

while answering any of the exams then the school reserves the right to require the student to re-take 

the entire series of exams on the premises. The school will also be using a three year trend analysis 

of attainment and progress of every student in ascertaining that academic integrity has been 

rigorously maintained by the student in answering these examinations. We have always held the students of St.  Mary’s in high esteem as far as their integrity and respect for the Marian Values is 

concerned and we would like to remind them that these values must be the cornerstone while they 

take their Mock Examinations. We will be sending parents a reminder of the Examination rules and 

regulations as well as a reminder of the Academic Integrity Policy closer to the examinations. Kindly 

ensure that your children have a laptop in good working condition and a fast and uninterrupted Wifi 

Connection well in advance of the exams.  

 

ADMISSION TO YEAR 12 FOR THE ACADEMIC YEAR 2021-2022 –PARENTS OF 

YEAR 11 STUDENTS:   

(This was shared in the circular of 19th September 2020 as well as 11th  and 17th February 

2021 and is being shared again since there are many queries regarding admissions to A-

Level) We would also like to bring to your attention that under the British system, a student 

completes high school with the completion of his/her O-Level. Hence the admission to A-

Level is then a process of a ‘NEW ADMISSION’. We would like to point 

out very clearly, that admission to A-Level is not automatic.  

 

The conditions for a student to be considered for a place in A-Levels are as follows. 

 SHOULD HAVE AN EXCELLENT BEHAVIOURAL  RECORD 

 Must opt for 4 subjects with a high grade average in the subjects opted for. 

 Admission will be merit-based. 

 Hold a high grade average in ALL SUBJECTS ( Internal Exams ) in Year 11 

 Should have not had any serious or repeated disciplinary issues over Years Nine 

through Eleven. 

 Should not have engaged in activities, in or out of school, which tarnish the 

reputation of the school. 

 Hold a minimum attendance record of 95% 

 Be prepared for an entrance exam in the subject opted for that has not been 

taken at O-Level. 
 

Please check the school website after the Spring Break for admission 

forms to A-Level.  



 

ADMISSION FORMS FOR  THE ACADEMIC YEAR 2021-2022: 

 We would like to inform all parents that admissions to the Academic Year 2021-2022 

are now open. There will be NO ADMISSIONS FOR YEAR ELEVEN. Kindly check the 

school website www.stmarysdubai.com for the admissions notice  for further 

information related to admissions. Please note that admission to years ONE and TWO 

are now closed.   

 

SECOND TERM FEES – PAST THE DEADLINE FOR PAYMENT: 

Please note that Second term fees should have been paid by the 31st of January 2021. We will not 

be able to issue any letters or other official documents to students who have any Outstanding 

Fees at this point.  

 

OUTSTANDING  FIRST TERM FEES :  

We are at a time junction of having gone four months past the last day for first 

term fee payments but we still have a large number of students with 

outstanding fees for the first term. We are urging all parents who have not yet 

cleared these outstanding fees from term one to do so without delay. Please 

note that we will not be in a position to provide examination marks, report 

cards, reference letters or any other official documents to students who still 

have outstanding first term fees.  

 

MID TERM ASSESSMENTS :   

It is once again time for the second round of mid-term assessments. You will also receive an Assessment schedule from your child’s class teacher. Please note that schedules are unique to 
every section and are based on lessons that are available for that particular section on a 

particular day. Assessment schedules will begin from the 1st  of March 2021 for 

YEAR 4 and on 25th March 2021 for Years 5 through 10 and Year 12.  Portions 

for the tests will be uploaded by each subject teacher in GOOGLE CLASSROOM. 

 

Academic honesty is a fundamental part of learning and teaching and 

a core value of Saint Mary’s Catholic High School Dubai.   

http://www.stmarysdubai.com/


While we understand that children are in your physical space during these assessments  we also 

know and trust that parents are the first teachers of  values to their children. We therefore 

request you to only facilitate or help with the technological aspect of the assessment 

administration if needed but to refrain from assisting in any way with the content of the 

assessment. We know that above all else both parents and teachers want  the values of honesty 

and integrity to be deeply embedded in the children as key drivers for their journey through life. 

Children watch us very closely and look up to us as role models and we want them to know that 

they can continue to maintain these values even when they are doing an assessment at home. For 

older children, we recommend that you have a conversation with them about the school’s 

clear expectations for ‘Academic Honesty’ and that they must not resort to any unfair means 

while doing their assessments.  

 

ATTENDANCE FOR THESE ASSESSMENTS IS CRITICAL AND WE URGE YOU TO 

SPEAK TO YOUR CHILDREN ABOUT NOT TAKING THESE LIGHTLY. WE WILL 

NOT BE IN A POSITION TO CREDIT OR MARK ASSESSMENTS THAT HAVE NOT 

BEEN DONE OR THAT ARE TURNED IN LATE.  If a child is sick please send an 

email to the class teacher and please cc the subject teacher if a child has 

missed a test in a particular subject. 

 

As part of the Academic Honesty and Integrity students MUST NOT EVER 

UNSUBMIT any assessment submitted in Google Classroom for editing 

purposes. Teachers get a notification when a student UNSUBMITS a document 

and NO MARKS will be given in this case.  

 

Please explain to your children very carefully that should there be any doubt 

that unfair means were used while answering any of the assessments then the 

school reserves the right to require the student to re-take the entire series of 

assessments on the premises. 

 
READING FOR PLEASURE & READING QUIZ:  
One book will be assigned for children to read during the Spring Break and a quiz on these will be 

conducted after the break and the marks will be integrated into the third report for English  

Language. Reading is the most valuable skill and we would like to embed this skill in every child,  

so your support in encouraging them to read with interest will be greatly appreciated. 



BLENDED LEARNING: 
Please note that every child must bring a fully charged device for use during lessons on the days 

when they are on-site. Face shields are a must and the Hygiene Kit must contain three masks, a 

Face Shield, personal sanitizer and a pack of sanitizing wipes. Children must also carry 

a headset with them.  

 

COMPETITION AND PROGRAMME PARTICIPATION UNDER DL SECTION OF 

OUR WEBSITE: 
 We would like to invite you to please check this new section we have added for many interesting 

programmes and competitions that the children can participate in. 

 

BLENDED LEARNING CRITICAL AND EMERGENCY RESPONSE REQUIRED:  

If any child who has opted for Blended Learning shows symptoms of Covid-19, they must be kept 

at home  and a diagnosis must be sought from an approved medical practitioner. The parent must 

email Ms. Lise-Ann on l.pinto-smchs@smgeducation.org and inform her of the status and send a 

copy of a PCR test that has been conducted.  In addition in case a child or a parent, sibling or any 

family member of a child who has opted for Blended Learning, tests POSITIVE for COVID-19, an 

email must be sent to Ms. Lise-Ann without delay and the child must be kept at home to self 

isolate for 10 days. These are critical DHA requirements and as the Health and Safety Officer of 

the School, Ms. Lise-Ann will then contact the parents of any other child who was in contact with 

the child in question as well as staff members who will also have to self isolate for 14 days as part 

of contact tracing requirements. A PCR Negative test for a child who previously tested positive 

is also required in addition to the 10 day isolation in order for the child to return to school.  

 

DISTANCE LEARNING CRITICAL AND EMERGENCY RESPONSE REQUIRED: 
 Even if  a child who has opted for Distance Learning has tested positive for Covid-19, parents are 

requested to please inform Lise-Ann via an email, clearly stating your child’s full name, class and section, Emirates ID number, date of birth, home address and parent’s mobile number. This is 
because DHA contacts Ms. Lise-Ann both via telephone and email requesting this information and 

often it is during late hours in the evening or at night and so this information from you would 

greatly assist the process with DHA.  

 

DL SECTION ON OUR SCHOOL WEBSITE: 
 We would like to remind ALL parents to kindly visit the DL section on our school website as we 

have been updating it with many useful links , documents, vital information for keeping your 

children safe online, tips on well-being and mindfulness to name a few. We are sure that you will 

find these useful and we will keep updating this section as often as we can.  

mailto:l.pinto-smchs@smgeducation.org


EXPO 2020 SECTION ON OUR SCHOOL WEBSITE: 
 We would like to invite you and your children to browse this section regularly as we will keep 

updating it with interesting and relevant resources for the children.  

 

SCHOOL EMAIL ID TO BE USED EXCLUSIVELY FOR SCHOOL WORK:  

Students MUST NOT USE the school email ID credentials to register on any gaming website or 

third party eBook websites etc. Students should be very careful when visiting any website they 

are unsure of as there is the potential possibility of clicking on pop ups which could lead to inadvertently sharing information from a child’s device to the linked pages. If any student or 
parent finds any unusual activity happening with your school email ID, kindly forward the same 

to IT support on their email and they will look into the matter immediately.  

 
We wish you safe days ahead with blessings of good health for one and all.  

 

Please remember the three W’s 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  Yours sincerely, 

 

 

Mr. Paul Asir Joseph 

      ( Principal ) 

 



   

 

MOCK EXAMINATIONS –YEAR 11- MARCH-APRIL 2021 

DATE DAY SESSION ONE SESSION TWO 

17th March Wed. 1ET0/01 English Literature 1-1h 45 min 

4HI1/1AR History-1 1h 30 min 

1ET0/02N English Literature 2N-1h 20min 

4HI1/2AR History- 45 min 

18th March Thu. 1PS0/01 Psychology 1-1h 45 min 1CH0/1H Chemistry 1-1h 45 min 

4EC1/01R Economics 1-1h 30 min 

21st  March Sun. 1EN0/01 English Language 1-1h 45 min 1EN0/02 English Language 2-2hrs 05 min 

 

22nd March Mon. 1BI0/1H Biology 1-1h 45 min 

4AC1/01R Accounting 1-2hrs 

--------- 

23rd March Tue. 1PHO/1H Physics 1- 1h 45 min 

1BS0/01 Business Studies 1-1h 30 min 

1PHO/2H Physics 2-1h 45 min 

1BS0/02 Business Studies 2-1h 30 min 

24th March Wed. 1MA1/2H Mathematics ( CAL P2 )- 1h 30 min 

 

1MA1/3H Mathematics (CAL P3)- 1h 30 min 

25th March Thu. 4IT1/ 01R -ICT-1h 30 min 

 

4AA1/01 Arabic (A1)- 2hrs 15 min 

1FR0/3H French 3-1 hour & 1FR0/4H 

French 4-1h 20 min  

18th April Sun. 1MA1/1H Mathematics (NC P1 )- 1h 30 min 4AA1/02 Arabic (A2)- 1hr 30 min 

 

19th April Mon. 4RS1/01 Religious Studies 1- 1h 45 min 

 

4RS1/02 Religious Studies 2- 1h 30 min 

 

20th April Tue. 1CH0/2H Chemistry 2-1h 45 min 

4EC1/02R Economics 2-1h 30 min 

1PS0/02 Psychology 2-1h 20 min 

21st April Wed. 1BI0/2H Biology 2-1h 45 min 

4AC1/02R Accounting 2-1hr 15 min 

 

-------- 

22nd April Thu. Ministry Arabic A Paper 1 – 1 hour 

Ministry Arabic B- 2 hours 

Ministry Arabic A Paper 2-1h 30 min 

ICT Paper 2 4IT1/02 (Practical) Examination will be held on the 14th of March, Sunday, 2021 further details 

regarding ICT practical exam will be posted on the website. 

Art  on the 6
th

 , 7
th

 and 8
th

 of March. Further details of timings will be sent in a circular .  



  

 

 

 

MOCK EXAMINATIONS –YEAR 11G/H MARCH-APRIL 2021 

DATE DAY SESSION ONE SESSION TWO 

17th March Wed. 4ET1/01 English Literature 1-1h 20 min 

4HI1/1AR History-1 1h 30 min 

4ET1/02 English Literature 2-1h 30min 

4HI1/2AR History- 45 min 

18th March Thu. 1PS0/01 Psychology 1-1h 45 min 4CH1/1CR Chemistry 1-2h  

4EC1/01R Economics 1-1h 30 min 

21st  March Sun. 4EA1/01 English Language A-2h 15 min 4EA1/02 English Language A-1h 30 min 

 

22nd March Mon. 4BI1/1BR Biology 1-2h   

4AC1/01R Accounting 1-2hrs 

--------- 

23rd March Tue. 4PH1/1PR Physics 1- 2h  

4BS1/1R Business Studies 1-1h 30 min 

          4PH1/2PR Physics 2- 1h 15 min 

4BS1/2R Business Studies 2-1h 30 min 

24th March Wed. 4MA1/1HR Mathematics - 2h  

 

--------- 

25th March Thu. 4IT1/ 01R -ICT-1h 30 min 

 

4AA1/01 Arabic (A1)- 2hrs 15 min 

18th April Sun. 4MA1/2HR Mathematics  - 2h  

 

4AA1/02 Arabic (A2)- 1hr 30 min 

 

19th April Mon. 4RS1/01 Religious Studies 1- 1h 45 min 

 

4RS1/02 Religious Studies 2- 1h 30 min 

 

20th April Tue. 4CH1/2CR Chemistry 2-1h 15min 

4EC1/02R Economics 2-1h 30 min 

1PS0/02 Psychology 2-1h 20 min 

21st April Wed. 4BI1/2BR Biology 2-1h 15 min 

4AC1/02R Accounting 2-1hr 15 min 

---------- 

 

22nd April Thu.  Ministry Arabic A Paper 1 – 1 hour 

Ministry Arabic B- 2 hours 

Ministry Arabic A Paper 2-1h 30 min 

ICT Paper 2 4IT1/02 (Practical) Examination will be held on the 14th of March, Sunday, 2021. Further details will be 

posted on the website. 



 

 

Year 12 Mock/Final Examination, April 2021. 

 

 

Date  
 

 

Day 
 

Session 1 

 

Session 2 

 

29
TH

 April 

 

 

Thursday 

 

English Literature WET01/ 01 2 hours 

 

Accounting WAC11 3hours 

 

English Literature WET02/01 2 hours 

 

 

 



 

 

YEAR 13 MOCK EXAMINATIONS -MARCH/APRIL 2021 

DATE DAY SESSION ONE SESSION TWO 

23rd  March Tuesday 9CHO/01 Chemistry 1Hr 45Min 9CHO/02 Chemistry 1Hr 45Min 

24th March Wednesday 9PSO/01 Psychology 2Hrs 9PSO/02 Psychology 2Hrs 

25th March Thursday 9BSO/01 Business 2Hrs 9BSO/02 Business 2Hrs 

18th April Sunday 9BIO/01 Biology 1Hr 45Min 9BIO/02 Biology1Hr 45Min 

19th April Monday 9BSO/03 Business 2Hrs WET03 /01English Lit. 3 2Hrs 

20th April Tuesday 9ECO/01 Economics 2Hrs 9ECO/02 Economics 2Hrs 

21st  April Wednesday 9MAO/01 Pure Mathematics 2Hrs 9MAO/02 Pure Mathematics 2Hrs 

22nd  April Thursday 9PHO/01 Physics 1Hr 45Min 9PHO/02 Physics  1Hr 45Min 

25th April Sunday 9BIO/03 Biology 2Hrs 30 Min WAC12 Accounting 2 3Hrs 

26th April Monday 9ECO/03 Economics 2Hrs 9MAO/03 Mechanics and Statistics 2Hrs 

27th April Tuesday 
9PHO/03 Physics 2Hr 30Min 

9PSO/03 Psychology 2Hrs 

28th April Wednesday 9CHO/03 Chemistry 2Hr 30Min WET04/01 English Lit.4  2Hrs 

 


